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The Alliance for Vulnerable Mission encourages some missionaries from the West to 

engage in their ministries using local languages and resources. 

……………………… 

 

See here for details; UK conference Vulnerable Mission: what it is, and why we need it  

All Nations College, Hertford, 31st May to 2nd June 2018 

http://www.vulnerablemission.org/
https://goo.gl/1o8d0J
mailto:jim@vulnerablemission.org
https://www.allnations.ac.uk/events/vulnerable-mission-what-it-why-we-need-it
https://www.allnations.ac.uk/events/vulnerable-mission-what-it-why-we-need-it
https://www.allnations.ac.uk/events/vulnerable-mission-what-it-why-we-need-it
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• An interesting Letter from 

Africa by the BBC: In 

defence of aid workers' 

lives of luxury.   
 

The letter cites Elizabeth 

Ohene: “It took a while but I 

came to the conclusion once 

conditions exist in a country 

for aid agencies and 

peacekeeping forces to 

arrive, it became a 

playground for all kinds of 

people. The only remedy is to make sure your country doesn't have a war, a 

famine or any crisis that would invite the aid and peacekeeping industry.” 

 

 

• Pneuma Review is looking for 

writers on ecclesial and theological topics. 

See here for details from them.  
 

 

• ‘Cultural Metaphors and Development’ is the title to this recently 

published article by Jim Harries. Posted in WCIU Journal here (see the 

various responses already posted to it in the journal.) Here is part of the 

conclusion to this article: “Bringing sustainable change requires a transformation of and not 

merely a bypassing of a society’s language(s). Hence development intervention into Africa that is to be 

sustainable must be administered using African languages. As European thinking has been transformed 

by the adoption of the metaphor of “life as a journey,” and other metaphors arising from long and deep 

exposure to the Christian Scriptures, the best thing we can do to encourage sustainable socioeconomic 

development in Africa is to promote faith in the same Scriptures in their languages in their 

communities.” 
 

• See this article for an amazing synopsis of higher education in today’s 

‘global south’, with a focus on a university in Vietnam.  
 

Ha, Phan Le, 2018, ‘Higher Education, English, and the idea of ‘the West’: globalising and 

encountering a global south regional university. Discourse Studies in the Cultural Politics of 

Education. 2018.  
 

Editor’s comment: As a Christian, I have to be amazed at how much of 

the rest of the globe is desperately seeking to emulate structures that 

Protestants built to the glory of God. 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43243264
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43243264
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43243264
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43243264
http://pneumareview.com/looking-for-good-writers-have-something-to-say/
http://pneumareview.com/looking-for-good-writers-have-something-to-say/
http://pneumareview.com/looking-for-good-writers-have-something-to-say/
http://www.wciujournal.org/journal/article/cultural-metaphors-and-development
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• See here for a new review by Beth 

Snodderly of the novel African 

Heartbeat. 

 

Here is part of Beth’s review: Presenting 

“novel” concepts in fictional form is a good way to 

get past peoples’ initial resistance to some of the 

“vulnerable mission” thinking Jim Harries has been 

trying for years to get across to Western mission 

agencies and workers. The descriptions of the 

people and surroundings are compelling. Through 

interesting dialog and circumstances we learn about 

the dilemma of a white missionary, Philo, 

wondering if he should do things the African way 

along with the humble acknowledgment that he 

doesn’t know the answers. Many interesting 

adventures illustrate the African way of life in 

contrast to the missionaries’ comfortable, more 

luxurious lives. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

• Papers presented at the recent (November 2017) AVM conference in PA, USA, are to 

appear in the latest (April 2018) edition of global missiology. See 

globalmissiology.org any time after the 1st of April … 

 

 

 

 

• Discussions on ‘faith and thought’ tend to centre on Western people and Western 

wisdom. Here is a challenge to that in a short article written by Jim Harries in Faith 

and Thought, that points the reader to the UK conference on vulnerable mission 

coming up soon at All Nations Christian College. It is entitled  ‘Faith Thought 

Science Secularism and the Gospel of Jesus in relation to Mission to Africa Today’.  

 

https://www.rdwresearchcenter.org/single-post/2018/03/09/African-Heartbeat-A-Novel
https://www.rdwresearchcenter.org/single-post/2018/03/09/African-Heartbeat-A-Novel
https://www.rdwresearchcenter.org/single-post/2018/03/09/African-Heartbeat-A-Novel
https://www.academia.edu/36235877/Faith_Thought_Science_Secularism_and_the_Gospel_of_Jesus_in_relation_to_Mission_to_Africa_Today
https://www.academia.edu/36235877/Faith_Thought_Science_Secularism_and_the_Gospel_of_Jesus_in_relation_to_Mission_to_Africa_Today
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• This book is creating considerable stirs in 

theological circles: Barclay, John M.G., 2017, 

Paul and the Gift. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

William B. Eerdmanns Pub. Co. The first chapter 

is available freely over the internet (e.g. as a 

kindle-sample). As Barclay looks at gifts in the 

ancient world, then how our understanding of 

gifts has changed into modern times, he at the 

same times gives a helpful vista on how gifts are 

understood and might be received in the 

contemporary majority world. His historical 

analyses explains the ‘peculiarity’ of Western 

approaches to gift giving. Barclays in effect 

addresses many of the reasons why the AVM advocates that some missionaries 

to the majority world use only local resources (not foreign gifts) and languages 

in their ministry. (Money given to the majority world to promote aid and 

development is of course received as ‘gifts’.) 

 

 

 

• Why does an African want to learn about African Traditional Religion from a 

Westerner? The answer to this and other queries, can be found in this article by 

Jim Harries entitled: ‘Overcoming Invented Ogres: African Traditional 

Religions and World Religions in African Christian Perspective’ (Published 

in the Evangelical Review of Theology.) The paper advocates for “advocates for 

education rooted in indigenous rather than Western ways of understanding.”) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Paul-Gift-John-M-Barclay-ebook/dp/B018XZAGJS/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Paul-Gift-John-M-Barclay-ebook/dp/B018XZAGJS/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Paul-Gift-John-M-Barclay-ebook/dp/B018XZAGJS/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.academia.edu/36176531/Overcoming_Invented_Ogres_African_Traditional_Religions_and_World_Religions_in_African_Christian_Perspective
https://www.academia.edu/36176531/Overcoming_Invented_Ogres_African_Traditional_Religions_and_World_Religions_in_African_Christian_Perspective
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• Consultation:  

•  

• 8th to 10th June, Minneapolis. Please pray for a consultation being arranged to 

be held in Minneapolis, USA, 8th to 10th June 2018. It will be an exploratory / 

collaborative meeting of VM board members and others who are not explicitly 

committed to AVM, drawn from those who came to Trinity in November 

2017. We'll be looking for ways to widen the awareness of VM principles in 

the U.S. setting.  

• A summary of the November 2017 consultation, Moving Beyond Post-

Colonial Dependency: Developing Sustainability through Vulnerability, 

held at the Trinity School for Ministry in PA, can be found here.  

• Advance notice: Please note that the April 2018 edition of Global Missiology 

(globalmissiology.org) will be a special edition devoted to vulnerable mission, 

especially containing papers presented during the 2017 consultation in the USA. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vulnerablemission.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/conf-2017-summary-AVM-Consultation-macdonald.pdf
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