
Alliance for Vulnerable Mission Bulletin – August 2011.

• Please note the new AVM logo, as below (there will also be a colour version, 
that is not yet out).

Conference Announcement 
The AVM is to hold international conferences 

in the USA and UK in March 2012. 
For details go to: 

http://www.vulnerablemission.org/vulnerable-mission-
conference-2012/

• For a list of past editions of this Bulletin please go to:
•  http://www.jim-mission.org.uk/avm-bulletins/index.html

• Tear fund is attempting to help the poor become self-sufficient through what they 
are calling ‘umoja’: “Umoja helps local churches and communities build on the resources and 
skills they already have. It is a process that inspires and equips local people with a vision for 
determining their own future with their own resources” says Tearfund. Have a look and see 
what you think: http://tilz.tearfund.org/Churches/Umoja/

• See this website for information about the 2012 conferences, as posted by the 
Evangelical Alliance (UK). http://www.eauk.org/idea/mission-conference-in-2012.cfm  

• Go to vulnerablemission.org for materials in German (http://www.jim-
mission.org.uk/rundbrief/index.html) and Spanish (http://www.jim-
mission.org.uk/discussion/chaco-spanish/index.html ).

• I came across this fascinating article: Balcomb, Anthony, 2010. ‘The Great Comeback 
of God(s): theological challenges and opportunities in a post-secular world.’ Missionalia 38:3 
(November 2010). Professor Balcomb speaks with a lot of experience of Africa. This is not 
really VM – but it does talk about a contemporary massive rise in interest in things of God – 
which implies a need for those knowledgeable on theology – something that VM 
encourages. 

• See here for information on next year’s conferences as put out by Oscar – the 
http://oscaractive.ning.com/events/alliance-for-vulnerable?xg_source=msg_appr_event

• I would like to announce the resignation of Glenn Schwartz from our advisory board. 
Glenn has resigned as he already feels himself swamped with work on other projects that he 
is engaged in. Glenn was very influential in the development of my own understanding of 
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many mission issues, especially dependency. He will continue to take an interest in what we 
are doing. We appreciate what Glenn has contributed to the AVM particularly as from 2007.

• We are very grateful indeed for the folks at Abilene Christian University in Texas for 
having made the administrative coordinator for the Halbert Institute for Missions Deborah 
Niccum available to assist in the planning of the 2012 vulnerable mission conference. Please 
contact her for more information as follows:

work phone        325-674-3711 
work fax        325-674-6716 

email: deborah.niccum@acu.edu 
address: Halbert Institute for Mission 

ACU Box 29433 
Onstead-Packer Building 
Abilene TX 79699-9433 

United States

• The executive board met on 12th July 2011, and came up with the following new 
resolutions:
The Texas conference is to cost $100 including meals (late registration after 7 th February 
2012 will be $120), but not including accommodation. Full refund available before 7 th Feb., 
no refund for cancellations subsequent to 7th February. For information on 
accommodation contact Deborah Niccum (DN), Administrative Co-ordinator of the Halbert 
Institute for Missions (HIM): deborah.niccum@acu.edu Students are encouraged to call 
Deborah for more information on possible student-discounts. 
If you would like to submit a paper or participate in a discussion, see also: 
http://www.vulnerablemission.org/vulnerable-mission-conference-2012/    Deadline for 
submission of papers 7th Feb. 2012.

• The following article by Robin Brace asks whether “education and information [is] 
really the same thing as knowledge and understanding”? Brace emphasizes the importance 
of there being spiritual input to the majority world, especially Africa, and his concern is that 
the materialistic influences in mission not end up  replacing the spiritual: 
http://www.ukapologetics.net/1EDUCATION.html  

• The following exert comes from p63 in this book recently published by Tim Chester: 
Chester, Tim, 2011. A Meal with Jesus: Discovering Grace, Community, and Mission around  
the Table. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books:
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• The following excerpt, describing the case made by Quarry and Ramirez (Quarry, 
Wendy and Ramirez, Ricardo, 2009. Communication for Another Development: listening  
before telling. London: Zed Books.), is found on page 218 of White (White, Robert A., 2009. 
‘Research on Communication for Development in Africa: current debates.’ 203-252 In: 
African Communication Research, 2/2, 2009.) This speaks strongly about vulnerable mission! 
For more details about the book by Quarry and Ramirez see: 
http://www.amazon.com/Communication-Another-Development-Listening-
Telling/dp/1848130090 
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Yours,

Jim Harries,
Chairman, Alliance for Vulnerable Mission 

To unsubscribe to this Bulletin please respond to this email with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject 
box.
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