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The Alliance for Vulnerable Mission encourages some missionaries from the West to 
engage in their ministries using local languages and resources. 

 

2015 Vulnerable Mission Conference dates in brief: 

Early-bird discount available on UK events for booking before March 2015 

April 11 th – York 

April 14 th to 16th – Gloucester. 

April 18 th – Coventry. 

April 22 nd to 23rd – Oxford. 
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May 8th to 9th – Marburg, Germany. 
 

May 11th – Korntal (Stuttgart), Germany. 
 

more details below … 

 

 
• Just to say 'congratulations' to Steve and (daughter) 

Hannah Rasmussen for having an excellent article 
published in IBMR. I highly recommend it! (If you go 
here; http://www.internationalbulletin.org/ , you can 
register, and then get the article for free and enjoy the 
read!) The article itself is here 
http://www.internationalbulletin.org/system/files/2015-01-
012-rasmussen.html Title: Healing Communities: 
Contextualizing Responses to Witch Accusations.  

 
Steve Rasmussen, who teaches at AIU (Africa International 
University) in Kenya, is a regular correspondent on the vulnerable 
mission discussion forum pearl. 
 
 

 
 
 
Mother Tongue in Education 
 

• See here:  http://www.leadimpact.org/resources/#eventresources  for various 
resources related to engaging with mother tongue in education. See especially 
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BzPkwkQaouWlVWJXWE5WcHdrU2s/edit 
for production of culturally relevant language development materials for a 
Mother Tongue-Based education programme. 

 
Interpreters and Champions as “Inside” Agents 
 

• See here for a recent blog by Jim Harries published by WCIU (William Carey 
International University): http://www.wciujournal.org/blog/post/interpreters-
and-champions-as-inside-agents 

 
 
 

• See here for comments by Theo Kuster, one-time 
Lutheran missionary and supporter of the AVM, on a 
book by Paul Theroux entitled: Dark Star Safari: 
Overland from Cairo to Cape Town  
http://www.vulnerablemission.org/observation-aid-in-
africa/  
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Go to this site to register for the Germany vulnerable mission conference to be held at 
mbs, Marburg (central Germany) 8th to 9th May 2015: http://mbs-
akademie.de/anmeldung_vm_kongress.html 
 
 
 
 

• Is God Fortune? Beta trial: See here for a recent article by Tim Reeves and 
Jim Harries. http://www.vulnerablemission.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/01/Fort-to-pdf-26th-Jan-2015.pdf  “Have you ever 
thought what it would be like in the ‘West’ if instead of ‘God’ we started to 
say ‘luck’? Christians would say ‘Praise Luck’, Christ would be called the 
‘son of Luck’, we would be told that ‘Luck is love’ and that we should ‘have 
faith in Luck’. This sounds very confusing. Could it be that something like this 
happens if the ‘wrong’ name is chosen to translate ‘God’ in translated 
Scriptures in the majority world? (Because ‘luck’ seems to be a singularly 
Western concept, I use the term ‘fortune’ below.) … In the discussion below, 
this question leads to the suggestion that Atheists believe in God.” Give your 
comments on this article in pearl: 
http://lists.vulnerablemission.org/listinfo.cgi/pearl-vulnerablemission.org 
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FOR DETAILS ON 2015 VM EVENTS SEE BELOW: 

 

Germany  
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UK 
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PROGRAMMES 
 
 
 

Avoiding DEPENDENCY in global Christian mission: 
VULNERABLE MISSION a potential answer 

 
 
 
 

Conferences in York, Gloucester and Coventry,  
consultation in Oxford, all in April 2015 

 
 
 
Further details: vulnerablemission.org    
 
 
Download your brochure here: http://goo.gl/JN52Cm 
 
 
 
Key Speakers: 
 
Missionary Jean Johnson spent six years living and serving among Cambodians in the 
USA and for sixteen years in Cambodia. Jean is the author of 
the book, We Are Not The Hero: A Missionary’s Guide to 
Sharing Christ, Not a Culture of Dependency. Presently, with 
World Mission Associates, Jean coaches and trains pastors, 
churches, missionaries, organizations, and teams on how to 
build a culture of local sustainability and multiplication in 
global disciple‐making efforts.  
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Jim Harries. Jim serves as a missionary in Kenya, East 
Africa. He is the chairman of the AVM (Alliance for 
Vulnerable Mission). Jim has authored 5 books available 
for purchase at the conferences below, and numerous 
articles, some of which are available at: 
https://wciu.academia.edu/JimHarries 
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Sat 11 April Acomb Baptist, York – General Day conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Programme: 
 
 
 
9.30am arrival. Tea / coffee.  
10.00 – 10.30 Time of worship led by Acomb BC, devotional message Jean Johnson.  
10.30 – 11.00 Introductions and welcome. Chair: Ralph Hanger 
11.00am – 11.20 break, refreshments. 
11.20 – 13.00hrs Jean Johnson presentation and discussion.  
Title: “Look at us!”(Peter 3:4): Missionary Image and Implications 
Chair: Jim Harries. 
13.00hrs – 14.30hrs. Lunch. 
14.30 hrs to 15.50hrs. Jim Harries presentation and discussion.  
How cross-cultural workers can stop digging holes they can’t climb out of: 
outside languages and resources verses justice in Africa 
Chair: Jean Johnson. 
15.50 to 16.15 Break. 
16.15 -16.45 Questions / discussion. Chair: Jean Johnson.  
16.45 Offering. Ralph Hanger.  
16.45 – 17.00 Closing out. Jim Harries. 
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14th to 16th April. Major Conference, Redcliffe College, Gloucester. 
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Sat. 18th April Queen’s Road Baptist Church, Coventry – Day conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.30am arrival. 
10.00 – 10.30 Time of worship by Queen’s Rd BC, devotional message Jim Harries.  
10.30 – 11.00 Introductions and welcome. Chair: Ralph Hanger.  
11.00am – 11.20 break, refreshments. 
11.20 – 13.00hrs Jean Johnson presentation and discussion.  
Title: “Look at us!”(Peter 3:4): Missionary Image and Implications 
Chair Jim Harries. 
13.00hrs – 14.30hrs. Lunch. 
14.30 hrs to 15.50hrs. Jim Harries presentation and discussion.  
How cross-cultural workers can stop digging holes they can’t climb out of: 
outside languages and resources verses justice in Africa 
Chair: Jean Johnson.  
15.50 to 16.15 Break. 
16.15 -16.45 Questions / discussion. Chair: Jean Johnson. 
16.45 – 17.00 Closing out. Jim Harries.  
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Programme for Vulnerable Mission Consultation, Oxford, 22nd and 23rd April 
2015. (this is by invitation only) 
 
 
 
 
 
(Essentially the same programme will be followed on both 22nd and 23rd April 2015) 
 
 
 
 
 
Titles are not given for presentations. Because this is a consultation and not a 
conference, the presenters are free to respond to earlier points raised.  
 
 
 
9.00 arrival. Tea / coffee. 
9.30 – 9.45 Time of worship, word of welcome and short biblical sharing on the 
topic of vulnerable mission. Chair: Ralph Hanger. 
9.45 – 10.15 Introductions and welcome. Includes introduction to what is 
vulnerable mission. Chair: Tim Reeves. 
10.15am – 10.45 ‘Concerns we have come with’ input from participants. Chair: Jean 
Johnson. 
10.45 – 11.15 tea break. 
11.15 – 12.30 Presentation by Jean Johnson. Discussion. Responses to concerns 
raised above. Assistant: Jim Harries. 
12.30 – 13.00 Small groups for discussions. Group designations: Tim Reeves. 
13.00 – 14.30. Lunch. 
14.30 - 15.50. Presentation by Jim Harries / discussion / responses to issues raised. 
Assistant: Jean Johnson.  
15.50 - 16.15 Break. 
16.15 -16.45 Closing out discussion chaired by Jean Johnson. 
16.45 – 17.00 Closing out: Jim Harries. 
 
 
 
 
Programmes also available here: http://www.vulnerablemission.org/wp-
content/uploads/2008/03/PROGRAMMES-for-2015-VM-conference-events-
28.01.2015.pdf  


