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The Alliance for Vulnerable Mission encourages some missionaries from the West to 

engage in their ministries using local languages and resources. 

…………………………… 

The term ‘vulnerable’ takes off! 

The AVM (Alliance for Vulnerable Mission) which myself and a few colleagues founded in 2007, 

seems to have had an extraordinary success in promoting vulnerability in mission. Without having 

researched it, the term was to my knowledge not really used to describe 

Christian mission before this time. Nowadays, it is very common. Here’s an 

editorial by Jamie Pitts to an Anabaptist Journal that recently published the 

articles below:  

“I'm pleased to announce that we've released our third issue of Anabaptist 

Witness. It's titled "What is Mission?: Evangelism, Justice, and Beyond. … 

there seems to be an emerging consensus that mission involves vulnerable 

encounters with others.” 

 Jamie Pitts, editor of 
Anabaptist Witness 

http://www.vulnerablemission.org/
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 An article by Jim Harries on evangelism and social justice is found in 

Anabaptist Witness: Harries, Jim, 2016, ‘Evangelism or Social Justice: 

reconsidering the case in Africa.’ 57-70 In: Anabaptist Witness, What is 

mission: evangelism, justice, and beyond, 3(1), April 2016. Here is part 

of the conclusion: “… deep profound lasting sustainable relevance to a 

context needs to arise from within that context. Outside inputs must be 

appropriated in order to speak clearly. Even biblical models of working 

seemingly do not involve intercultural imposition of outside ideas and 

practices, but internally driven life transformation. The question of 

what is appropriate for Africa, between evangelism and social justice, 

seems to be irresolvable because it presupposes an absent distinction 

between "religion" and "secularism." Approaches to mission and 

development vulnerable to local contexts are preferable to parameters of thinking that are 

designed by "outsiders."” 

 

 See also Living Vulnerability; Indigenous Perspectives on 

Evangelism, also in Anabaptist Witness (3:1), an interview with 

some indigenous Americans advocating ‘vulnerability’ to the 

Western church! In “the Western church … there’s a deep 

seated pride and an overwhelming desire to control. And the 

cure for that is vulnerability” says Randy Woodley. 

 

 

 

 Global connections describe a mission-trip as follows: “… 

Participants will not be provided with or allowed to spend 

money. Food and accommodation to be arranged as and 

when required. No mobile phones or other electronic devices 

will be permitted. Participants should be prepared for 

harassment, assault and possibly death. The programme is 

currently short on numbers so please pray for more.” Details 

here. 

 

 

 

 ‘The future of mission 3: photographs and languages’ is the title of this short blog by Eddie 

Arthur, that concludes that discussion over mission issues in a country should really be 

engaged in a national language of that country … See here.  

 

Randy Woodley 

http://www.anabaptistwitness.org/journal_entry/evangelism-or-social-justice/
http://www.anabaptistwitness.org/journal_entry/evangelism-or-social-justice/
http://www.anabaptistwitness.org/journal_entry/evangelism-or-social-justice/
http://www.anabaptistwitness.org/journal_entry/living-vulnerability/
http://www.anabaptistwitness.org/journal_entry/living-vulnerability/
http://www.globalconnections.org.uk/mission-issues/publications/sphere/luke-10-trip
http://www.kouya.net/?p=7853
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 People’s consciousness that keeps them desiring prominent use of English in the Philippines 

is misguided, according to Tupas’ analysis in this article entitled ‘History, Language planners, 

and strategies of forgetting: the problem of consciousness in the Philippines’. Some point 

out that “the Filipinos today are doing with English what they want to do and without any 

dictation of outsiders (foreigners)” (p1). Yes, says Tupas, but those people who are in favour 

of English for their country are misled. Read more here.  

 

 Should one or should one not help at 

orphanages around the world? See this 

blog for more discussion on this issue by 

Anna Mkeon, based on personal 

experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Papers, Submissions and Pre-Reading of 6th Micah Global Triennial Consultation (Lima 

9.2015) "Integral Mission and Shalom: justice, peace and joy" 

Confusing Asiku 
Dreaming of Shalom: Christians and Toursim 
God's Eternal Purpose and Integral Mission 
Hospitality as a Quest for Shalom 
Integral Mission in Bonhoeffer 
Integral Mission and Shalom: Towards an Operational Model 
Jesus and the Nonviolent Jihad for Love and Justice 
Making Fullness of Life Practical 
Protect the Earth that God Loves 
Shalom as Stewardship 
The Role of the Church in a Post-conflict Period 
Unlocking the Potential of Family in Sub-Saharan Africa 
Violence Against Women: In Churches Too 
Friends, Foes, Family 
The Pursuit of Shalom in the Face of Violent Injustice 
La Situation Securitaire, Cameroun 
Shalom for Orphans and Vulnerable Children 
Paralelo 10 
The Kaibigan Ministry: CCT, Philippines 
Changing International Trends in disasters 
A Moral Imperative 
Holistic Worldview Analaysis 

https://www.academia.edu/25468270/The_problem_of_consciousness_in_the_Philippines?
http://epicureandculture.com/volunteering-at-an-orphanage-truth/#comment-261858
http://epicureandculture.com/volunteering-at-an-orphanage-truth/#comment-261858
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/confusing_asiku_foreign_languages_cowman_harries.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/dreaming_of_shalom_christians_and_tourism_lequire.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/gods_eternal_purpose_and_integral_mission_sanchez_0.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/hospitality_as_quest_for_shalom_danish_context_jorgensen_nielsen.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/integral_mission_in_bonhoeffer_phiri.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/integral_mission_and_shalom_jansen.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/jesus_nonviolent_jihad_for_love_and_justice_andrews.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/fullness_of_life_galpin_1.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/protect_the_earth_that_god_loves_cedersjo.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/shalom_as_stewardship_bowers_0.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/role_of_the_church_post_conflict_donado.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/unlocking_the_potential_of_family_ss_africa_lee_0.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/in_churches_too_marshall.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/friends_foes_family_moraes.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/pursuit_shalom_in_face_of_injustice_toyama-szeto.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/situation_securitaire_au_nord_cameroun_joseph.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/foster_to_adopt_ethiopia_bethany.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/p10_boa_pratica_red_miqueias.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/the_kaibigan_ministry_philippines_pineda.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/tearfund_trends_paper_final_micah_bowen-evans.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/ending_extreme_poverty-a_moral_and_spiritual_imperative.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/community_empowerment_ravi_jayakaran_0.pdf
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Sustainable Organisations 
The Restorative Economy 
Accompaniment in the Argentine Chaco 
Communities of Practice 
Widows and Shalom: the South African experience 
Abundancia da vida 
Learning and Mentoring Partnership, Pittsburgh 
Kanyangan case study 
Okulonyo case study 
Owii case study 
Stories of transformation from CCMP 
 

 Global Connections is a UK-based missions network supporting the UK church with 

networking and information. They also put out regular blogs on mission-related issues. 

While these are not all vulnerable-mission related, many of them are! Please have a look 

here and sign up. (See the top right hand quarter of the screen for how to sign up.) 

 

 Please keep these dates free in your 2017 diary for a vulnerable missions’ conference to be 

held near Pittsburgh in the USA; 6th to 11th November 2017. This is to be at the Trinity 

School of Ministry in Ambridge; tsm.edu, together with the Stanway Institute for World 

Mission and Evangelism. We are looking for partners to share in this conference with us. For 

more information, please contact Jim at jimoharries@gmail.com  

 

 

http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/micah_sustainable_organisations-final.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/the_restorative_economy_weaver.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/accompaniment_in_the_argentine_chaco_paul.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/communities_of_practice_boan.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/widows_and_shalom_feldman.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/abundancia_da_vida_galpin.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/pittsburg_mentoring_project_mccabe.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/copy_of_kanyangan_case_studyx.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/copy_of_okulonyo_case_study_docx.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/copy_of_owii_case_study.pdf
http://www.micahnetwork.org/sites/default/files/doc/page/transformation_stories_july_2015_optimized.pdf
http://www.gc-connect.org.uk/making-bones-about-mission/#more-209
mailto:jimoharries@gmail.com

